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pplying  adhesive  tapes  all  around  or  wearing  the  lower  tie
and  more  cephalad  could  rectify  the  ill  fit.  Many  N95  masks
ave  adjustable  tie-band  sizes  and  need  to  be  tightened  as
er  patient’s  fitment  requirement.  While  applying  any  such
apes  to  the  mask,  care  should  be  taken  to  fold  one  edge
f  the  tape  so  that  it  can  be  easily  removed  during  doffing
ithout  creating  additional  risk  to  the  HCWs.

No  previous  study  has  identified  the  impact  of  ill-fitted
95  respirators  on  the  transmission  of  COVID-19.  Awareness
f  the  importance  of  maintaining  an  adequate  mask  seal  is
f  pivotal  importance  to  prevent  transmission  of  infection
o  the  HCWs  during  the  present  COVID-19  outbreak.

We,  therefore,  would  advise  caution  in  the  use  of  these
espirators  by  ensuring  proper  seal  before  entering  patient-
are  areas.  The  use  of  positive  and/or  negative  pressure  seal
heck  should  be  universally  adopted  by  all  wearing  these

2. Institute of Medicine. Preparing for an Influenza Pandemic:
Personal Protective Equipment for Healthcare Workers. Washing-
ton, DC: The National Academies Press. 2008. Available from:
10.17226/11980; (accessed: November 25, 2020).

3. National Health Service. Are face masks useful for prevent-
ing coronavirus? 2020. Available from: https://www.nhs.uk/
conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/commonquestions/; (accessed:
December 9, 2020).

4. National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, DHHS
(NIOSH) U.S. How to properly put on and take off a disposable
respirator. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, Publication No. 2010-133,
2010. Available from: https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2010-
133/pdfs/2010-133.pdf; (accessed: December 15, 2020).

5. Viscusi DJ, Bergman MS, Zhuang Z, Shaffer RE. Evaluation of the
benefit of the user seal check on N95 filtering facepiece respira-
tor fit. J Occup Environ Hyg. 2012;9:408---16.
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espirators.  We  also  would  like  to  urge  the  manufacturers
o  deliberate  into  mask  designs  universally  acceptable  to  all
ealthcare  workers  irrespective  of  the  race,  facial  configu-
ation,  and  gender.
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ccupational team safety in
CT  practice and COVID-19

ear  Editor,
We  would  like  to  share  ideas  on  the  publication

‘Occupational  team  safety  in  ECT  practice  during  the
OVID-19  pandemic’’.  Araujo  and  Quites  noted  that  ‘‘We
elieve  this  is  a  safe  and  effective  way  to  reduce  the
isk  of  contamination  from  COVID-19  during  the  ECT  pro-

edure’’.1 We  agree  that  anesthesiologists  should  try  to
itigate  COVID-19  spread  during  ECT  procedures.  However,
e  would  like  to  extend  the  suggestions.  Safety  must  be
ffered  to  all  patients,  not  only  to  the  one  attending  to
he  procedure,  and  there  should  be  no  left  risk  to  the  oth-
rs  after  the  procedure.  Complex  safety  tools  used  during

 procedure  must  be  either  easily  processed  or  single-use.
aste  management  is  an  important  topic  to  be  discussed.  It

s  necessary  to  prepare  for  waste  disposal  and  destruction.
Finally,  the  health  center  administrator  should  try  best

o  promote  safety  of  workers.2 During  the  COVID-19,  the
afety  of  both  patients  and  healthcare  workers  should  come
rst.  It  is  necessary  to  plan  for  both  preventive  and  correc-
ive  actions  for  any  unexpected  COVID-19-related  incident.
OVID-19  outbreak  period  is  a  very  tough  time,  and  good
olicies  from  a  good  administrator  can  encourage  and  rein-
orce  the  healthcare  workers.
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